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tAi>V iAiiE <J*tet is thd ihXi^ psft- 
feet tebdeil of a meritoriots youhg ttkk- 
tinre of the fenikle i^n to be f<randM 
history: her example therefore is ^e 
fittest possible to be held np to the 
fairest half of the rising generation. 
Her story is tragical: it is adapted on 
that account to interest the affections^ 
find to soften the heart. In addition to 
these advantages, it has one further re- 
commendation: it may serve the juvenile 
reader as a specimen of the history of 
England : when they come hereafter to 
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the year 1553, they will say, here we 
shall meet with our old favourite, whose 
worth and caltmiitous fortune w6 can 
. never foi^et ! The life of lady Jane Grey 
is connected with those great objects, 
the Reformation, and the Revival of 
Learning; and this small fragment of 
the history of fiations, will excite the 
ingenuous mind, to wish to search fur- 
ther into that grand magazine of in- 
struction. 
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LADY JANE GREY, 



CHAP. I. 

Birth and Education of Lady Jane-^Her 
Accomplishments — Fashionable Study qf 
the Greek Language — Her Friendship xiAth 
Edward VL^-^Character of her Parents 
and her HUor. 

m 

Lady Janb Grey, the subject of this 
history, was a princess of the blood- 
royal of Bqgland. King Henry VU, 
who defeated Richard III in the battle 

B 
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of Bosworth-field, and put an end to 
the wars of York and Lancaster^ left 
behind him three children, Henry VIII 
who succeeded him^ Margaret, who 
was married to the king c^ Scotland, 
and was grandmother of the unfor- 
tunate and beautiful Mary queen of 
Scots ; and Mary, who was married 
first to the king of France, and after 
his death, to Charles Brandon, duke 
of ^ffolk in England. Of this niar- 

riag€$ the issue was two daughters, 

, ■ • >'. • ' — . • ■...•. 

Frances, espoused to Henry Grey, mar- 
quis of Dorset, and Eleanor, married 
to Henry ClifSord, earl of Camberkiid. 
Lady Jane Grey wair the daughter of 
Henry, marquis of Dorset, and Fran* 
oes^hiswifk 
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The history of Lady Jane Grey is 
worthy to be written, and to be reftd> 
beeause she wad a person of uncommon 
understanding and goodness. ;^e was 
not however fortunate in^ her\{MBitentiK 
They were desirous she shoaldl be ae^ 
isomplishefd, but they did not know the 
best way of going aboM it. ¥et> as 
ibey were persons of high ratfikand 
ridhes, they could be at no loss to pro*- 
cure her instructors and masters. 

• * ' 

. She was bom in the year 1337^ at 
Broadgate/ her father'siamily-iseat in 
Leicestershire, and appears to have 
spent the principal part -of her eai^ly 
years in retirement at this place, though 
occasionally she/ passed a-^ short tVtHe 
In visits to her- cousins, who Me*e 

b2 
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afterward king Edvvard VI^ qaeen 
Mary, and queen Elizabeth. 

The period in which she livedo has 
generally been called the retivtd of 
learning^ Not that there were hot 
learned men who lived, and wise 
books that were written, in England 
and other countries, in the ages iin« 
mediately before : but that, just at 
this time, the books g( many Greek 
authors were brought to light, whii;h 
had long been neglected, and .the 
study of the Greek language became 
a sort dT fashion. King Edward YI 
and queen Elizabet;b were Greek scho* 
Tars ; many ladies, as well as gentle- 
men, of high rank, applied themselves 
to this study ; and Sir Anthony Cookoi 
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Sir John Cbeke> Roger Aschfiun^ aiid 
other masters who were most skilful 
in teaching it^ were every where re- 
ceived with the greatest distinction, 
and classed among the first ornaments 
of their country. 

When lady Jane was between nine 
and ten years of^age, her great uncle, 
king Henry YIII, died, and her little 
cousin, Edward VI, a 'few months 
younger than herself, was proclaimed 
king of England. You may think that 
his courtiers and ministers did not at 
first trouble him much about matters, 
of government, and that they only 
thought of trying to make him lead a 
private life in his own pala!ces agree- 
ably. Two of his companions were his 

b3 
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sifirt;ers, Mary ^nd Elizabeth. But Marj^ 
was more than twenty years older thdn 
iHer brother, was of a reserved and 
disagreeable temper, and, having been 
brought ^ in a different religion^ this 
laid a foundation of ilUhumour jbe^ 
tweeu-thlBm. Elizabeth had onljj^ four 
Shears the start of the young king, was 
distinguished for her talents aid litei- 
.rary turn, and every body loved and 
admired> her. Edward VI was very 
fend of her company, and gave her 
the good-humoured nick-name of Ihs 
Lady Temper. . ^ 

It is a little difBoult^ to know what 
Edward Y I meant by this name. Was 
it given in allusion to the sagacity i^e 
possessed beyond her years^ and the 
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prinienQe and propriety which, as the^ 
marked all her actions in the sad p^ 
riod of hei^ adversity, may be suf^sed 

r 

to have discovered themselves even 

now ? Or, is it possible, as Elizabeth 

when queen of England, thougli she 

« ■ ' • ■" 

was the most extraordinary and deep*- 

judging of her sex, showed herself 

occasionally a woman of very violent 

passions, that she teazed her poor bro^ 

ther thus early, with the quickness of 

her resentments, and the tartness of 

her replies ? 

Lady Jane Grey made a third in 

this agreeable society, and, as she was 

almost exactly of the king's age, he 

found in her a more equal associate 

than in his sistet Elizabeth. Ttti^ 
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amiable trio parsoed the same stu- 
dies, read in the same books, and con- 
iracted ao eady frieDdship for each 
other. 

Lady Jane Grey^ before she was 
twelve years old, was mistress of eight 
languages. She wrote ahd spoke the 
English tongue with elegancy and ac- 
curacy. French, Italian, Latin, and 
even Greek, she possessed to. a per- 
fection as if they were native to her : 
and she had made some progress in 
Hebrew, Chaldee and Arabic. Yet 
she did not, like some learned ladies 
I have heard of, in pursuit of Uiese ex- 
traordinary acquisitions, fall into any 
neglect of those more useful and orna^ 
mental arts^ which are peculiarly to 
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be desired in the female^ sex. The 
delicacy of her taste displayed itself in 
the variety of her needle- works, and 
even in the beauty and regularity of 
her hand- writing. She played admi- 
rably upon various instruments of ma- 
fiic, and . accompanied them with a 
voice peculiarly S'weet. 
^ What an agreeable picture does this 
history of the earliest years of lady 
Jane Grey present to our fancy! 
Though of noble and royal descent, 
she did not think that excused her from 
the performance of her duties, or the 
cultivation of her mind. At twelve 
years of age (and indeed long before ; 
otherwise she would not have been at 
twelve the extraordinary creature she 
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was), while other young ladies of rank 
thought their high Btation sufficiently 
authorised them to trifle away thdlr 
days, and^ domineer among their at* 
tendant^, she wa& anxious to impro¥6 
her moments. She had a delicate com-t> 

• r ■ - 

plexion, and a regularity ' and cmt^ 
posure of features whidi expressed the 
isteadines& of her thoughts. She dis« 
Covered a clearness of apprehension, 
and a solidity of judgment, which 
enabled her not only to make herself 
mistress of languages, but of sciences; 
so that she thought, spoke, and rea- 
tsoned upon subjects of the greatest 
importance^ in a manner which suri- 
prised every body. With these quali- 
ties, her good humour, humility and 
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miUlnefiis were Mich| that sheaiqpeared 
to derive no pride from all her acr 
qaisitioDQt 

Jt was in the smnmer of the year 
1660y Ythen she was e^fictly thirteeqi 
yOMB of ^tge, that she received a visi( 
firom Ragier Ascham^ schoolmaster to 
the princess ,£lizabeth« I}e hs4 ber 
oome acquainted with her in the coart 
of king Edward YE^ and had beei| 
equally strudk with the grefitn^s of 
her attaiomentSi and jthe sweetness of 
her character. , The^;gopd mi^B w«f 
now about to set out on sOme public 
basiness to Germany, where he $taid 
three, years ; but he could not prevail 
upon himself to quit hisr native country^ 
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without first taking leave of his lo^ 
young friend. 

When he arrived at Broadgate, 

found that the marquis and m 

chioness of Dorset, with all their ; 

tendants of either sex, were gc 

a-hunting in the park. Lady Je 

however was in her apartment; ai 

when Mr. Ascham was introduci 

he fouiid her busy, reading the Ph 

don of Plato in the original Gre< 

Astonished at what he saw, after t 

first compliments the venerable i 

sitructor asked her, why she lost sa 

pastime as there must needs be ta t 

pttrk? At which smiling, she a 

swered, ^' I wisse all their sport in ti 
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parki is but a shadow to that pleasure 
that I find in Plato. Alas^ good folk, 
th^ never felt what true pleasure 
meant !" This naturally leading him 
to enquire how a lady of her age had 
attained to this deep knowledge of 
pleasure, and what had allured her 
to it, she made the following reply. 
^^ I will tell you, and tell you a troth, 
which perchance yel will marvel at. 
One of the greatest benefits that ever 
God gave me, is that he sent me so 
sharp and severe parents, and so gen- 
tle a schoolmaster. Foe, when I am 
in presence either of &ther or mother, 
whether I speak, keep silence, sit, 
stand, or go, eat, drink, be merry, or 
sad, be sewing, playing, dancing, or 
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doing hny tfiiog elte, I mtist dO it^ m 
it ^€ke^ in each w^ght, mtesaite uA 
nmah^^ even 80 petfectly m God 
made the Wok^ld; or eliie I am m 
AaHtfiy taudtj^, to cruelly tbrdatened^ 
yea pteseotly sometimM with pindief^ 
ni^, and bobsi and othelr ways ( whidi 
I will not nattid^ for the honodr I bear 
them) I so without measure tnisM^red, 

f 

that I think tfiyself in hell) till the time 
come that I must go to Mr» Aylmer 
[one of lady Jane s (nreoeptorS) after^ 
ward bishop (tf Lmidon]) wh6 teacdielii 
me to gently^ ed pleasantlyi with raoh 
fiUr alluremetits to lelumingi that I 
think iJl the time Aothing^ whilee I am 
with Urn. AtaA, when I am dalled 
from faim^ I fall on wecfNAig; because 
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whfttsoemr I do else but learotn^, is 
foil of giisfy trouble, fear, and wholly 
floialiking unto me. And thua my 
bode bath been «q mueh my pleasore, 
aad bringeth daily to me more plea- 
awe and mores that in respeet of it aU 
other pleaBures in very deed be bot 
trifles and very troubles nnto m^^^ 

This little story, thns simply told by 
this admirable child, a^ords a strili- 
^g, example, how wrong that system 
of education is, which treats a free and 
apt disposition with sevmty^ and, as 
it were, applies the whip and spur to 
that horse which, from the prompting 
oihiB own nature, would go as fast as 
any master ought to desire him. 

The visit which A^ham paid to 

c2 
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lady Jane made a deep imjNression opon^ 
his mind* The above account of it b: 
taken from a book, entitled the Schools 
master, which was published by him 
twenty years afterward. But diere is., 
a letter written by him to Sturmius, 
the. dearest of his friends, in the De- 
cember of that very year, on this sqIk 
ject, which is printed in the works of 
Ascham. Having inforined hb friend, 
that he had had the honour and happi- 
ness of being admitted to converse fiBii- 
miliarly with this young lady at court, 
and that she had written a very ele^* 
gant letter to him, he proceeds to 
mention his visit at Broadgate, and the 
surprise he had then felt, with a kind 
of hipture. ^e affirms that he found 
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her capable both of speaking aod writ- 
ing Greek to admiration, and that 
she had promised him a letter in that 
language, in answer to the iSrst he 
should address to her from the em* 
peror's court. 

Soon after his letter to Sturmius, 
he wrote one to lady Jane herself, in 
which, speaking of his travels, he as- 
sures her, that ^^ nothing had occurred, 
in all the varieties he had met with, to 
raise his admiration, like that incident 
of the preceding summer, when^ he 
found her, a young maiden of birth so 
elevated, in the absence of her tutor, 
and in the sumptuous . house of her 
mobt noble fitther^ at a time too when 
all the rest of the family, male and 

c3 
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female, were legailiiig themselvM vAlh 
the pleuureB of the chace, I fouiicl,^ 
eontinues he, '^Oh Jupiter and aiU 
ye QoAs I iher diyine virgin di|ige|itiy 
8tiidyibg the divioe Phaedon of the di- 
vine Plato in the origtoal Oireek; 
More happjr cevt^iiily in this, thatt in 
deriving your origin, both by the &« 
ther's and mother's side^ fircNn kings 
aindquerasi" Hethenputsherinmiiid 
of the Ofeel^ epistle she had promised 
hioi, at the same time urging her to 
write another in his friend Sturmius, 
thai, wheneVev they oame together, 
^^ ndiat he had said of her might be 
rehdesed tha more ocmvinoing io ' his 
friend by such authentie evidence.' - 



CHAP. II. 

Crocked Politics of Dudley Duk^ of Nor^ 
thumberland-^Marriage of Lady Jane. 

Edward VI had been between 
five and six years king of England, 
and he and his cousin Jane were 
now fifteen years old, when an. event, 
happened that produced a great altera- 
tion in lady Jane's fortune, and in 
Us consequences proved an inter- 
ruption to her studies, and brought 
her life to a premature and cala- 
mitous end. 

When a poor little boy is made a 
king at nine years of age, it is impos- 
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sible that he can really govern a state. 
It is difficult enough for any one to 
govern a family, but much more so to 
takis care of h, kingdom. Such a little 
fellow^ may be a shaip lad at his bodik ; 
he may, write, and cipher, and even ' 
pbA a l^tteir; ielnd compbse ml ^x^h^tse, 
tolerably well. All these kiilg ]^dward 
VI did. Biit h^ c^hhot Knckmahd Ah^ 
thliig itbont p^ac^, and wto, aUd taieri, 
bM liberty, dnd propertj^, add Whitdi 
df hii^ ^subjects are hoilest MeH, and 
wbibh Bt^ hypocrites; A kikig sits rk 
alSUb pi\itid; attd Hides lit a fine MilSi, 
and goM a-httfatiil^ lb k fine |>a»k. 
But he cannot look after et>bijr tkiii^ 
hiitt^lf: Hl^ mUst beli^Ve the didites 
thM kte broU^t hiin : and th^ peo^ 
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pie Vfbo are about a king have many 
temptations to deceive him. One 
courtier wants this gentleman's fine 
house ; a second thinks, that, if he 
can Jbnt persuade the king to turn away 
a person he is particularly fond of, he 
shall then have him all to himself. For 
this teason kings that are grown-up 
men^ and wise men too, are- grossly 
deceived. What can be hoped for> 
when the king who has so many tricks 
and treacheries to goiurd against, is no 
more than a child ! 

There are two statesmen that we 
read most about in the History of 
England in the reign of king Edward 
VI. These are Edward Seymour duke 
of Somerset; and JiAm Dudley duke 
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of Northumberland The dttbe of 
Somerset was a man of gracious man- 
ners, and all the pet^le loved him ; the 
duke of Northumberland was impe* 
nous and overbearing, and the pe<^[dd 
in general could not endure him. The 
duke of Somerset was brother to lAie 
Icing's mother, who died in child-bed 
when Edward VI was bom : and on 
9^oount of his near relationdbip was 
made Lord Protector of the Kingdom^ 
that is, he w;as ttf govern England, till 
the king should in reality^ or in ap^ 
pearanoe, be able to take the govern- 
ment into his own hands. The duke . 
of Northumberland did not like this. 
He contrived so many plots, and told 
so mupy stories about the duke ^ 



^ 
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fiomorseti that he )[>er»uaded the pwt 
little king when he was Only fourteen 
yaiov Oldy to tet him oend his good 
utfde to the ToWeri and afterwards to 
cut off his head. The duke of Nor- 
thumberland Was a cunning fellow^ at 
least he thoQght himself so (though 
w6 shall see by and by that he was 
too cuntiilig for his own advantage)^ 
and he was able to persuade most of 
the IcArdli, and ihb coartien, and the 
penMtos before whom the duke of 
Somerset was brought to hb tried, to 
assist him ifk bis {dan^ by which the 
king was deprived of his best frirad. 
When the duke df Somerset was pot 
ttui Af the wavt the dake <^ Northum- 



•4r 
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berland governed the kingdom in ndCMit 
respects as he pleased. 

About twelve months after the exe- 
cution of this wicked contrivance^ the 
young king was taken ill, and it soon 
became visible that he was &lling 
into a consumption. Now what was 
the duke of Northumberland to do ! 
He had governed England for some 
time, and did not like to part with his 
power. If king Edward died, the 
next heirs 'to the crown were the king^s 
sisters. But neither of these princesses 
much liked the duke of Northumber- 
land. Besides, the eldest of them was 
thirty-seven, and the youngest almost 
twenty years old: so he could not 
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hope^ if they came to the crown, that 
he could long direct the public affairs 
under them as if they were children. 

The scheme the duke of Northum- 
berland fixed upon, was as weak as it 
was wicked ; and it is surprising that 
A man of so much contrivance should 
have acted so like a fool. He built it 
upon this circumstance. In the reign 
of Henry VIII began the Refortnation 
in England. The Popes of R^me, 
who had long been at the head of the 
Christian religion, had behaved very 
ill in this eminence. They had made 
EUdd unmade kings : they had caused 
Henry II of England to be scourged 
by a parcel of monks at the tomb of an 
Burdbbishop; and a Henry, emperor of 
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GermaDy, ta wait three days and 
nights abroad in the soow^ till . the 
pope ikhoold chttse to dpen the door of 
his <»8tle and let him in. The foUowere 
of the pope were called Papists. Ths 
Papists taught^ that every body was 
bound to get a little ivory or Bdetal 
image of Christ to say hi» prayers to ; 
and that after the priest or bishop had 
spoken a few words ovetf the sAcra^ 
ment, the bread and wine.w^e turned 
into flesh and blood, the very flesband 
Mood of Jesns Christy who had been 
crucified at Jerusalem fifteen hundred 
years before. People at last grew tired 
of such tyranny and nonsense, and at 
the revival of learning would be go- 
verned by Che pope* no longer. The 



UFE ^F I^AO^ JANB GBBY. 27 

Protestftiits then set themselves up 
agaiast the Papists. 

This quarnel grew to a very vio- 
lent «ne. Many people, who had 
been taii^ irom their infancy to wf 
^leir prayers^: to an ivory or metal 
imager whioh they called a crneifo, 
dimight it wottldvbe very wicked todo 
hritfaput ^^/ The Pfotestants 091 the 
pt^pLBT hand worked themsdvei into^ a 
nge agiBkinst' what tiiey^ called Meb 
jbrampiry. Neither party were oon^ 
ihentedi to say their prayer*^ iq their 
lOwn way. , ThaFapistd insisted Uiat 
the Protestants should have oruciBxes, 
and the' PvMestants that the Paimts 
should go without them* The Protest 
tants:- burned -the^ crucvfixes ; imd 4he 
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Papists, by way of retort, bdmed th^ 
Protestants alive. Both parties had ar- 
guments to satisfy them that tbey acted 
properly ; but it was very wrong of the 
Protestants to burn their neighbours' 
crucifixes, and it was exceedingly 
wicked of the Papists to bam their 
neighbours alive. It is impossible to 
conceive any thing more shocking and 
horrible, than the many good bishc^^ 
pious clergymen and others, to the 
amount of almost three hundred^ who, 
a few years after, were tied to a stake, 
and consumed to ashes, in England^ 
merely on account of the sentiments 
they honestly entertained respecting 
Grod and religion. 
King Edward was what was called 
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in England a good Protestant Hia. 
eldest sister, Mary, whose mother had 
been a Spanish princess, was a warm^ 
Papist When it was understood that 
king Edward was likely to die, thq 
Papists formed strong hopes, and thet 
Pfotesitants were seized with griey-v 
ous fears. The Papists thought they 
should now have as many crucifixes 
as they pleased, and the Protestants 
were with good reason apprehensive 
they should be burned alive. Both 
parties were as yet very numerous; 
4Uid both counted the days and th^ 
nights of good king Edward, believing, 
the one, that their highest prosperity, 
and the other, that their ^harpe^t ca? 

d8 



80 UFA OF LADY JANB GRBY. 

lamities, would take their oommeiice* 
ment from the hour that his breath 
should leave him. 

Upon this situation of affairs the 
kicked duke of Northomberiand built 
his project. King Henry VIII/ who 
had married six wives, and had m^e 
no scruple of divorcing one, and cutting 
off the head of another whenever the 
whim took him to have a new one, had 
been in the habit, when such an aAur 
ha.i^ned, of declaring the preceding 
inarriage unlawful, and the children 
it brought him incapable of siioceecU 
ing to the crown. The princesws, 
Mary and Elizabeth, were set aside in 
this manner : the mother of Edward 
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VI, and king Hairy's lutqaeea who 
outlived Ijdm, were the only wives he 

did not divorce. » 

* 

.Well then, thqs the duke of Nor* 
ihumberlajid reasoned: ^^Theprinceai 
Mary is % Papist, and unfit to role 
over a Protestant kingdom : besides, 
she was set .aside by her &ther in full 
parliament. But the princess Elizabeth 
was set.aside too ; and, if one go, the 
other must Henry VIII had two 
sisters, Margaret queen of Scotland^ 
wd Mary queen of France. These 
queens are both dead ; but the firi^t of 
them has left a grandchild, Mary queen 
of Scots, .[there was also a daughter 
of queen Margaret, by a second hus^ 
band jstilL living, whose name was 
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Margaret countess of Lennox}, and 
the other two only daughters, the mar«* 
chioness of Dorset, and the countess of 
Cumberland. Mary queai of Scots is 
a Papist, and is now in France. Lady 
Jane Grey is the eldest daughter of the 
marchioness of Dorset; and, if her 
claims to the crown are remote, that 
defect (thought Northumberland) will 
be niade up by her personal merits. If 
she is not so near to the throne as some 
others, she is past dispute the most ac- 
complished and prepossessing young 
lady in England." Under these, cir- 
cumstances, Northumberland believed 
he should infallibly carry all thfd Pro- 
testants along with hido, in an attempt 
to make her queen. How came be 
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(k> forget the barbarous wars of York: 
aod Lancaster, seventy years before^ 
which h«J all .prung out rf a ™«. 
pation and a disputed title?. ,How 
dould he imagine that the nobility and 
gentry and people of England^ wonld 
sabmit to have a pretender placed over 
tbem^ by a noUemaii whom, all of 
them hated ? 

Northumberland however/took in* 
finite pains to accomplish his project. 
There were two parties that he had to 
manage in this affieLir^ the young and 
innocent king, and the parents of lady 
Jane. By arguments of a religious 
nature he swayed the mind of Edward, 
who was besides exceedingly fond of 
bis cousin ; and by the splendours of 
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ambition he dazzled the marquis and 
mavoiiioness of Dorset. The «ame 
folly which had nwle these good people 
taunt, and tyranmsp over, thmr lovely 
daughter, beoaase they thought that 
was the way to make her acicom* 
plii^ed, made them mow aorapla no 
erime against their eountry, beoaiOM 
they thought she was worthy to be a 
queen. They gave up all reasonable 
ehaqce of « her spending the y^ass d 
her maturity in tranquil usefulness and 
honour, so much were they nprished 
with the idea of a kingdom aad a 
crown. So entirel;^ did the. marehio* 
ness of Dorset love herdauglrter^ that, 
though her own claim in-the order of 
nature came firsts, she willingly rs^ 
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Mgodd all pretensions for herself, that 
Ae might see her piool} and v lovely 
Jane on the throne joS England. 

The crafty statesman who imagined 
all this contrivance, believed nothiog 
coiyd more elfeotnally forward fc» de«- 
sign(s, than to strengthen his party by 
varioos int^rmarifiages. So many new 
alliances as be contracted in this w»y, 
so many firm« sapporters he flattered 
liimself he shduM- acquire t^liis pM^ 
eeedings; NorthiiiBberland had n HIM- 
aoMus fistuHly $f '(iK>ns and datfghl^l^ 
stt of th^ki vvei^ £ne and aceoinplidbfed 
yonng men and women. Guildford, his 
fourth son, a nobleman of pleasfaig 
addf«iBs and a virtuous jnind, was the 
only one who WM not already mafrioA 
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he determined to espouse to the 
lady Jane, they being nearly of the 
same age, both beautiful, both eminent 
for the knowledge and talents com- 
patible with their years, and both of 
ingenuous and unblemished disposi- 
tions. Lady Jane's younger sister, Ca« 
therine, he destined for the son and 
heir of the earl of Pembroke. Two 
of his own daughters he at the same 
time contracted into two illustrious 
families. In all these plans he per- 
fectly succeeded ; and the fonr mar- 
riages were solenmised in the latter 
end of May. The titles of duke and 
duchess of Suffolk were also conferred 
upon the marquis and marchioness of 
Dorset. The young king countenanced 
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these proceedings^ and contributed to 
the magnifipencQ pf |}|0 nuptial cere- 
monies from the royal wardrobe. Bqt 
the nation was not pleased/ I'hey 
already hated Northumbiarlil^d ; opd, 
when they glanced their eyes from 
thasie le^Btivities and rejoioifigB, to flie 
limMifilad appeavance of tj^kr kind^ 
hearted king ivha was just dropping 
into the gmve, imd the heetic (huii -iii 
}m eheek8> tfiey felt tl)M; they hated 
th^ minister ipiore thiui ever. 
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Hoddesdon in Hertfordshire, stxteeb 
miles from London, when she privatdy 
received an intimation of the designs 
carrying on against her. Mean time 
Northumberland went on withliis pro*, 
jects^aqd on the Monday after the 
young king's death, cameto lady Jane^ 
accompanied by her father, mother jaad 
husband, to acquaint herctliatdie' was 
queen o| England. To this hour, tfaa 
poor lady had heard inAhing of the 
matter. Though king Edward^ guided 
by the dpke in this matter, had di« 
recteid lettei*g patent ta be made joat 
settling the crown upon her and hfii 
descendants, and there had been cdii<^ 
siderable disputation among the judges 
on the subject, and the. deed jo her 

£2 
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fasotir haA him sigfied by tkll Uie 
{vti^ eduDsdlony this bad becsi «*lidijr 
QoneiMded floin Imt hmtMkd^t 

Ai soeit ius the panoiw ttltt«« Ittfif* 
tMHwd «attie intd ladjr Jitiii^'f t|iiit(^ 
nMteti fbe^^ iirfiEfftted hei^ ofwhat ilM 
king hbA MamAnoAi &td tibdt M» 
piMmiitis had iMdhfisd ihtf MUf66«H 
oitb» f*iVy iovD^Ui tHiid ttOie MSillfly 
of tho ialigliStraUs ol hOtdMi Tli§ 
doke of Ndiihwnbdf li^d^ Ihfi dtik# «f 
Soiblki bor ftitfaer^ liHd th ft rest of flt0 
ccibifiaiijr, thite fell (ipetf thtlii' fefiieS^ 
pMeaiiag thdir feitl«glMM» iO h«r a» 
^N&> lii^fiil sor«itoi^i 
, ¥he poor lady^ graaitty astMlilMiii M 
tkmai disciiarfSf, b«t iMt M #^ill0«iid 
by ihdir raisoas^ 6» in Um Im^ •Iif>> 
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^aiM by fliidh iM6ipt$ef6d bonotff^, fe- 

imed ihea m m^^ to ibis edbet : 

** Hiatj ilie teWa of tte kiAgdiMII ftttd 

hfg fief ^Ntak mM\(m&i M^lth & ybk« 
ihftt did <(6e b^ibtigf M ber^ t^ isb« 

dbdefstttod tlid iftiaiHy df tIt6Si6 ^«^ 
pmiA\i(A th6 ^iotstitojl af ii^, to 
gditf ft geet^tM; tkt H Wefe i9 m66k 

Odd «bd d£»id# ^vtsiieej Uf ^mpk (hc$ 

staling of a fibilHri^y aUtd ml ih& 

rtoA in tb6 pSktf of foftttrie, W euffet 
OhfUtlH Ut be tales by tbenr. If ste 
edrieib tat^, it is biit tct lii&te tbeiii (he 
snbj^t of her fspoA ; tod, if 1 now (i6N 

e3 
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mit her to adorn and crown mc, 1 
must to-morrow suffer her to crush and 
tear me to pieces. Nay, with whal 
crown doth she present me ! a crown 
which hath been violently and shame- 
fully wrested from Catherine of Arra- 
gon [Henry VIIFs first wife], made 
Oiore unfortunate by the punishmenl 
of Ann Boleyn [Henry VHI's second 
wife], and others that wore it after her: 
and why then would you have me add 
my blood to theirs, and be the third 
victim from whom this fatal crown 
shall be ravished with the head that 
wears it ? But, in case it should not 
prove fatal unto me, if fortune should 
give me warranties of her constancy j 
should I be well advised, to take upon 
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me; these thorn^^ which would dilace* 
rate, if not kill me outright ; to bur- 
then myself with a yoke, which would 
not fail to torment me, though I were 
assured not to be strangled with it? 
My liberty is more to be desired than 
the chain you proffer me, with what 
precious stones soever it be adorned, 
or of what gold soever framed. I wiQ 
not exchange my peace for iionourable^ 
and precious jealousies, or magnificent 
and glorious fetters. And, if you love 
me sincerely and in good earnest, you 
will rather wish me a secure and quiet 
fortune, though mean, than an ex* 
alted condition, exposed to the winds, 
and^ ending in some dismal fall." 
. The duke of Northumberland, and 
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th0 ftfst of the lady'0 ire1ati6il6, h» 
gMie too fe# ttf b6 turMd tai(J6 ftM 
their ptan by th6»6 tegacidiiil reftatitl 
Th6^ had with ^eat diffletiR^ MSom 
plisbed the btii^Ucsfs bf the tett6tfr (M 
teUt ', tbe;y hiid eotmnttnicated the ne^ 
scheme of goternnfteiit t(r the tttdgifl 
iratei^ of London ; they had atread 
sent a lettcfr to the pribcess Mary, 66Si 
ing cfpon het to ikckbowledge lad; 
Jaae for her lawfol sdterelgdi. The; 
had thus incurred the periftlties df big) 
tfefisoii, iff eai^ Che sa^eeftsioti tit th 
ctov^fH tetulrned Co its ordinary eetilM 
They were confoimded fit the sdMeC; 
aiHl firtiMfess of kdy Jane'fr ftmiwer 
they could not have believed that i 
lady> so young} could refuse a Idng- 



uim OF t^ktif JAiii 6i(BV. 44 

dem. Slid WMfii do# fiinmlMI 01 ed^ 
by tbd auM femoi^ms of NiMbiiaii 

the iD«6iAeeBfi<Hi§ 6f h^ faittbaittl. ilii^ 
itdifei iter; #kdtll6t «Ii§ (SbM M so 
lliir<]Ulii66#t6dj is )^ b6if 6bsiliiat« M^ 
8i8t&fi6§j to ^efOto iill h«f^ it^imSli 

fittd 6diida6ted h^ to (te f dwc^ ef 

hdadM, Wh««« it «viii tkett (tie diiiftdili 
fof tb« 6(H^|D d* j^^tttd td[ re^e, 

ihh 6cdasiatt she \\a& dtteiidtid by a 
foifg pfdcc&K&ii df lords ahd Mks of 
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the highest quality, repeated peals of 
ordnance were fired off at her entrance, 
and what is most remarkable, the 
duchess erf" Suffolk, her mother^ walked 
behind her, bearing up her train. 
t Having placed lady Jane upon the 
throne, Northumberland believed he 
should have no great difficulty to main- 
tain her in her situation. The princess 
Mary af^ieared to him no very formi- 
dable opponent; she had lived in great 
retirement, was a woman of ungra^ 
cious manners, and had few personal 
friends. But most of all^ he trusted 
to the strength of the. Protestant re- 
ligion, which had become the estab- 
lished church of the realm ; Mary 
bad shown hersplf a gloomy, qarrpw* 
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miBded, ill-tempered Papist, and there 

m 

was every reason to believe that, if «he 
were admitted to reign, she would 
spare no pains, in concurrence with 
the Popish powers of the continent^ to 
reinstate the empire of superstition and 
darkness over the world. 

One single consideration turned the 
scale against Northumberland in this 
important question. • The right of suc<^ 
cession was clearly with Mary; lady 
Jane had no claims, but what was 
founded in the capricious' fimcy of an. 
insolent statesman ; the sobriety of the 
peofde of England would not suffer thei 
rales of succession to be thus violated,- 
in the most important succession that 
existed in the islands They could not' 



«sHld h^ gutHy ^§a nw^ fplljjF, «§ ti 
iasi^ upoa »)i»Qgiitg by 6X9§ ths n 
Ugien of a wMe ^puntry, hMi^w j 
happened Dotie tie bi§ pwp ; th^ iiii 
not y»t, m99 UnQ ^p&tmmi, as tbs 

afterward did m tv^P jnjBtMUlpi } mlihj 

Ma>y> And in Ja«^ IL Msr ti^t> i 
bMiam^ one ^ (tbe li^ws of ^Sn^us 

that no Pi>pi<^ prinpe «boDld iSfftX «i 
upQP ppr Prote^airti thmna, 

i|i{sohi@f« were eantjHViqg.ag^jK^ hei 

lior of |(epf)ioffth»U, »6ftr 61m m Nm 
the stp^g ipAstl? qf Fi«9iU»gbam i 

the ej»HBty of §uff(glk. Folfe^ra bow 



^hflpf «f9fiipfii}:«» ihi( p(>)!tf:to l6S# 
flil^l^kb&fi .RDtJ^i her bf{>tb§r! Tip 

with iJie ^tVftte «ii^i9« pf herew}} 

Jane in Loodw- 
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On this, Northumberland became 
fully aware that the question betweerii 
the two competitors must be tried in 
the field; and, as he had gained great 
reputation by suppressing an insurrec^ 
tion of the common pecq[)le in Norfolk 
a few years before, it was natural that 
^1 should entertain a sanguine h<^ ojf 
similar success on the present occasion^ 
The side from which he feared thd 
most, was that of his own privy coon«kv 
sellors, who had signed the warrant 
for proclaiming Jane queen of Ehg^ 
land. They were hollow<3iiearted 
friends, scarcely any of then feeling 
personal kindness for their leader. Hci 
knew they would look with an observ- 
ant eye upon what was going for- 
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vfMd, and; if they saw any probability 
of the rightfal heir prevailing, would 
be eager^ by an early desertion of lady 
^woif^i to atone for their misconduct. 
' It Wtts one of their body^ the earl; of 
.^LTundel^ who by secret information 
to Mary, had prevented her fnmi com* 
ifig filler than Hoddesdon. # 

( Norlliiimberland could think of no 
better way of fixing the constancy of 
these uncertain friends, than by invit- 
[n'g di^m into the Tower to attend 
(heir young mistr^s, and thus detail)- 
ing them a sort of honorary prisoners 
in bis himds. He set out against the 
partisans of Mary on Friday. .With 
an army of six thousand foot and two 
thousand horse he mariched along 
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Bilk&pagm end Btimi^kM i l«f iU 
(ieo^te lo^kxiA m iti h§ pHiM, fMflt 

He eMtd mot b€!p> ^^Ktliiiit t§ ill 

«tf«6i^ ihiit ¥m m6if fiitifj *' liiiiiil 

•When (to dtfte teH fidVUMlM iHJlK 
M Barjr SAlni Behiitt&(E(^«/ li§ fM^ 
iof^rtiMtioB tbtil (]trfwi Mttfyi nbjl 
already ilitietifated t§ tb6 ddVbli HfWH, 
ifHd te Wrol6 ba«k l§ the toifik Ut Hit) 
etmstii, imieiAitig iMmwilk (iils^fMtf 
td Mad bittt t«liifol<feej|fi(hite< l« (to 
ambti tiiM il6 Ml l^k ti^ CHlkii^ 
brkHge. tifi§ Ate MH^ io^tei IN 
briftiiMsm. Ithfi pr'iVy cclti6s6tlei« foM 
OGiiKsioii frdm Nortbiutfbtirlaiid^ WLUii 



uf§ opikdv ikUM l^tiif . SIS 

fiftt Tkn^ pm&ad^, iUfit ii Wito 
ie«te«ffi t&t the jfMrpId^ 6f ««e«MiBg' 
i r^esti fliiti tlt^ fifoiftlcl g« Untf 
ttiiy^ and €Mie@rt #itb tb« MH^ 

t(i§s tl^^ jiiieKs 6if #i^f»g cite ti^futt «f 

ltt|| Qath^^T; ihb habifMion tif (l«» 
i4 6f,Piiif>f«k;9. Mih&thtM&BMI 

Mi lit ^facipdti (#iMl/ c(Mi>6nUld Ce^ 
tprdpdtofr 
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at Castle-Baynard, than the earl of 
Arundel began a speech to them. ^ He 
expatiated upon the injustice and 
cruelty of Northumberland, the ex- 
orbitance of his ambition, and the 
criminal enterprise in which he had 
engaged them. He urged them to 
shake off the yoke of this oppressor, 
and to make to themselves a merit 
by an early submission to their ngfat- 
ful sovereign. The earl of Pemhroke 
spoke next ; and laying his hand upon 
his sword, swore that no one there 
should put forward a sentiment co/X'^ 
trary to that which they had jdst 
heard, with impunity. There was 
not one of the assendbly that op^ 
posed the new proposition. They (ben 
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seiit for the lord mayor and aldermen, 
not to require them to raise forces 
against Mary, but to take measures 
for her being immediately proclaimed 
queen in all the principal places of the 
city. This vvas accordingly done the 
same day, Wednesday, the 19th of 
July, \ , 

That very evening, the duke, lady 
Jane's father, who together with his 
daughter resided in the Tower of Lon- 
don, came to her, and ordered her 
from this time forward to lay aside the 
rtate and dignity of a queen> and to 
content herself with the fortune of a 
wibject To which, with a settled 
and serene countenance, she replied, 
V I have much truer satisfaction in this 
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amm^i tim 1 6ter htdis m^ fe»« 

{fliii^j^ «Qt «f 0b0dieil6e t(> ^§fi ilfd liy 

imam, i nubMitkici/ i<r0«i' i d«#ni^ 

ftt^y, liM Ss^ db^ln^ the AeltidM 0^ 
ttiy S(7ttty i%1iAq0}«li tb6 etoh/i'ir/ deiidl^'^ 
^g ^ an itfgeiW()tt» adf(16wl<^getU«tfC 
of my &ult to make amends for wbsit t 
hkfe d6ftey if indeed ^^iUyimho- 

It WIH9 (>£tf h<ipi» on th# |[Mkttf6 dAjr' ffifiH 
itete tiiittgB h«efi^nid in Loiidtiii, tHM 
Ifttthtitttbiiiaiict, t)Si«@i^ilg::iB^e«ii8« 
g«e1«^ «V6i^ h6b[t nkm (knipitkW, #Hli 
It pfiom^ 6f «(]^e Wi^f (Hd««d 0ih» 
g^tt a bis fiiMher «itobitiob d^l^^ 
f<tf <f(» laWfbl If6ir, tuftd weM ditt iafor 
t|i6 sttett^ tit C^Mdge; tossil^ Bp 
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bis cap with a grimace of joy, and 
exclaiming^ '€fbd USiM ^[ueen Mary ! 
Thus was this innocent and unrivalled 
JoiiBg creaturey tnade ^ tool to the 
lawless ambition of one of the naost 
oDprampM ^Mmasm w the keiBerd^ 
of our history. 



CHAP. IV. 

■'. 

Reign of the JBiloody Queen Mary-^Imprir 

' . ' ■ . • •. ■_'-»-.- 

sonment of Lady Jane— Contin^ Seven 

MonthS'^She is Tried for High f\reas(m^ 

'■*' oMCkmdemned, but not fmt to Deaths 

. « " ■ . -^ • • 

V 

Lady Jane had foreseen but too 
truly the misfortunes which overtook 
her. The same privy council whifJi, 
ten days before, had signed the war- 
rant for proclaiming her queen, now 
placed her and her husband under a 
guard as prisoners. Before the ex- 
piration of the month, her husband's 
' father, and his brothers, together with 
Parr marquis of Northampton, the 
two lord-chief-justices of England, the 
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dake of Suffolk her father, and Rid-' 
ley bishop of London* fbr having 
preached a sermon in favour of hei^ 
titles, were conducted as traitors to 
the Towen She saw plainly that thd 
wretched plot for placing her upon the 
throne of E2ngland, was to be expiated 
with the blood of several eminient per- 
sons and some of her nearest relations,* 
if. not with her own. The duke of 
Northumberland suffered death, with 
two of his principal agents, about a' 
month afler his miscarriage, no man 
pitying him. 

Another source of anguish was 
opened to thiis excellent young lad;^ 
about the same time* Lady Jane was 
a zealous Protestant, and one of the 
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fnm) ii^Qg ]ii§stgr6d (of«vtp, Man 

Ugigq j b«t Jt spe§dily ftppswe4 fePW 
Shg tjiciught ^ g9«ld not p^ p^ 

ii^ich she had been bronigtt^ p^ Hy^d 
tp th& prefessjpn pf yvl||^ hgy |not)ier 

l^podpn, whprp popf Japffi^ was Ipflg^ 



iif ^ pr f'^m Hfin pmY- fi) 

I 

in 9(»m i^MPOtjB pair ft ^Uii^i^f^oil^, 

mtUi» ^ pf 4<}sm9(> »d4 U^ /^( Ji«( 

of her power was jtp {^I$|e^ ^^^leNi 

.1 

0#ipi«wri ##F»!w mmf^^> ip.t*»e 

i^opS of WiRP^^r* f>)d m^ 

km hf^Hf^^mmiW fuid nMwJ 

*!»y «rj^ perpsive, ffcat iniejpljfr^ i|»ii|s^ 
phej t))^ Jie^fJ, ^d 9pf Ippfs tp b^r 

i 
Q 
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rule over the same." In addition to 
this, she caused one of the deputies to 
be set in the pillory. 

• The 13th of November was the dajf 
fixed for the trial of lady Jane, and 
other eminent persons, at the Guildhall 
of London. Most writers of the his- 
tory of England agree to say, that no 
idea was at present entertained of put- 
ting the sentence of death in force 
against her. Why then was it passed? 
or, why was she brought to trial ? It 
was the intention of Mary to have the 
axe of the executioner placed in her 
own power, to be employed whenever 
she thought fit; just as, in a subsequent 
period of our history, the fomon3 sir 
Walter Raleigh, having once beeii 



LIPB OP LADy J AN£ QRi^Y. 6^ 

sent^Bced for high treason, had bis 
head cut off eighteen years afterward, 
merely by a king's warrant issued for 
that purpose. 

...The persons brought up for trial on 
the 13th of November, were the ox-* 
Cellent archbishop Cranmer, the prin- 
cipal auUior of the Refonoidation in 
England (who bad signed the warrant 
for proclaiming lady Jfane th0 Iwt of 
all the privy council, and after t|^ ut» 
most possible reluctaoce), together 
with lady Jane herself, lord Guildford 
Dudley her huaband, and his two bro- 
thers, lord Ambrose, and lord Robert, 
afterward the famops earl of Leicester, 
and favourite of queen Elizabeth. 
What a melancholy cavalcade! 

g2 



94 ueem baoy turn istssy. 

^^uitl mOA hnie IJUka lafi^ Jitan's 
f§&Hffg»/ ^('hmi 6h» MfcW iBtf vtaiisfiM* 

0f i i timt i ¥)Kf tflRl llliMi IKA i«lll Mi* 
willing than herself to joid |ir tllitf pMk 
tf If ^Hlfitert^Bifittid^ i0V8lv8J| ill ihe 

^ick; hwi bim triwl Ktfd BmdmMSd 
«»t(b bt6 faiber^ Ktid/th0ii^ MDulfter 
itei at Kt>^ bjf Mtifyf vMiMk mg 
twd &iesB iftis eicfrtjen of ber cle)^ 
.ilNSte;^: ifae rtMtr of dw ftmtitjr W&ntliAA 
day fM6 fal tUo iMry » lriilk>l» i« tfa^ir 
country. 

Thtf ittpuf&d t»il}Mlfi$ w|[r6 Hid nf ong 
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ihb ^reeU^ kioampmSted with ft miB^ 
ciftiii giiatnl firimi tbe Towtr to OiHtd-^ 
Imlf. The iii0d»^ teto|i6ri btoii% 
and toildiKilte of lady Jlmm^ m £lted 

tMfiKHiifd gKi:^M. Witefi^ i^e was 
b»o«glit kfto MfaH, tliiif«W€Mf1a^3fa8r 
ttef^^ ift9(infDted id dSesifibe 4rBat sl^ 
heti iMMiifiRMd As tife ttt^si Ululdniidcl 
<^ CffnfMs, iUtt Id Htf^ iht txeti\bikm 

bfe» MtiiiNiMiiiltf/ Mia the ()l«t5 of Ite^ 
tlM§ if liir guilts Tfie^f tfdied bery 
tfMW^M ta^ a» i§^, etnM MV* 
to war and battle, to tlie aordOT of 
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heir lawful sovereign, and the destitic* 
t ion and misery of her country ? The 
proo& of th^ facts alleged against her 
weris unquestionable, and 4she made no 
defence. Lady Jane was of too noUe 
amindy to suffer her to -endeavour to 
varnish her fault. Then the ji^dge 
concluded with informing her, ;that 
she had forfeited her head to justice, 
an^ was no longer worthy to live. 
What must her gentle heart have ^It 
at this^ which overflowed^with duty to 
God and. kindness to all living crea- 
tures, : which had never 4i<itated a 
falshocld, or meditated an offenpe, 
which qualified her to be the glory and 
boast: of England, and the ^dmiratioD 
of the would! v 
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J The objectswhich made the greatest 
impression upoD the court and the 
spectators on this memorable day, 
were, the beautiful and illustrious 
couple, lord Guildford and lad)r Jane, 
neither of whom had yet completed the 
seventeenth year of t^eir age. jSven 
the admirable Cranmer passed by al- 
most unheeded ; so much is the world 
inclined to indulgence to the young, 
and to sympathise with merit and 
promise, when they stand as yet upon 
the threshold of life. 

As. the pretence had been industri- 
ously made, that "^the trial of theBe 
young persons was merely a formality, 
they shortly after received a gracious 
permission froqi Mary, to takei the air 



6i^ Li#E 6t Laoy JiKite 6h;£V. 

wttliior ihe T«^#j dtiet fof trntOa 

a itfHMfr boweVeil^ ate i^hsA iao ^ tMH 
a fiii^sdii^, utodMt A^fi. P^kmt 
cdtlhtAiied itt d fortte^ for ftftMteid 

a guBud lildMecl at th& dctM' ^ their 
ap«iMffieKH, and tWb bt mfft§ putmah Uf 
vriflU^ ihm wiihitf th§ ti|Mtf trileiii Hm^^ '* 
A gnard ^^pk itt tbc^ ^iltttitfber} p4v<^ 
hitlfkcf vrfaeif tfte prisdiler )^ % yftmmf 
she may be indulged wlUi (^ pltM^f 
a j§6i^6^ at eefieAB {\§kHt }StsMlHib Her 
aiid ihe Ihaii 1rh6 Is mi ovtlt bur. If 
th6prl$6i[^ ai#titevr«d t0 Mil* tfeto air 
irf a gar^eift, of «Is6vi'h«f6y A ^lil». 
mah'jaird:^ (ti& ftd i» <^i6d)^ ^iOki 
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til^ IbebiiNi Mdf to WMcii tkeir 
iioiiani^ Hid ^«lkeiir ^M» #ol«yi 

tils ftbitli, VM nKlt ftJelMi M(Im»I» 

k Mt^ alNte,^ lOK]^ it ^ pmauitB 
^sifir tlir|r MDi«ltm«M^ diie; nnst' ii^ 
Illy fifr kMI9e- (« ^aW it \lksk, 8 ^«; dir 

tMidff Wj^ the ottfKriee «ff tfioir siqpar^ 
{«iei]46iitey wb6 iirir jfeld^wdkiKiMfl 
tffiiiBdNf tM^ itkci iii« vmiter flwi^ 8(^ 
tenniigift IM tfeelr po«ra^^ Tiie>r». 
vobop k faHhf |tensH4«d (v i** lis 

weMi, if be is {Mttieiifaffy iinmnred) 
Hk'nisieai nhikiam. !%« httdband is 



70 LIFE OF LADY. JANE: GREY. 

not left alone with his wife; nor the 
father with hia ichild. At sevm or 
eight o'clock in the evenings the jailor 
comes to lock him up for the night, 
and the door is not unbolted again till 
nine or ten the next day. . What a 
-strange and uncouth . situation for 
lady Jane^ who had been accustomed 
to M the magnificence of attenp^ee, 

« 

and to breathe the free air of ave- 
nues, and hedge-rows^ and murmur- 
ing streams! Lord Guildford^ her 
husband^ . was willing to flatter him- 
self that these small semblances of 
liberty were the prelude to their entire 
disdiarge, and a permission to spend 
the remainder of their days together 
in quiet and innocence. But lady 
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Jane had the thoughts of death per- 
petually before her: she remembered 
that the sentence of the law had gone 
forth against her life. 






IVyafs RebelUon-^Duhe qf SuffoUe, Lady 
Jane'» Father, joins tf«-T%£ RebelUm 
suppressed. 

Th£ people of England had by no 
means approved of the idea, first cod- 
ceived b^ Northumberland, of setting 
aside Mary from the throne, merely 
on account of her religious (qmions. 
Though they were willing^however^to 
grant the queen a generous ocmfideoce, 
they watched her actions. They saw 
with sorrow that she was resolved to 
disappoint their expectations. They 
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beheld with, grief and astonidiiiieiit 
bii^ops and archbistiops made the sa- 
crifice of her bigotry, and the prisons 
gradually filling with the most pious 
and conscientious of the clergy of 
king Edward. 

There is one subject respecting 
which the lovers of their country, 
whose fortune it is to live under a 
female reign, must naturally be, anxi- 
ous ; their soVer^n's marriage. Queen 
Maty made the most unfortunate dioioe 
that eoald be devised. She fixed upon 
hdr cousin, Philip prince-royal of 
S|[>ain, afterward king Philip II of 
that ooifntry. This match was dis- 
pleasing to all the seber-natnded in- 
habitants of England. The adttiermts 

H 
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of the religion set up under Edward 
VI, contemplated it with horror, inas- 
much as Spain was the most decidedly 
popish of all the powers of Europe. 
Politicians thought of it with distajste; 
it looked so much like putting down 
this glorious island for ever as a pro- 
vince to Spain. Whatever conditions 
were agreed to for the preservation of 
our independence, the haughty Spa- 
niard would pay them little attention, 
when once he had the power to violate 
them. If there were children bom of 
the marriage, these children would of 
course have as good a claim to the 
throne of England, as of Spain, and 
would unite the crowns of both coan- 
tries on one head. Every English pa- 



/ 
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triot recollected^ that the goveroineot 
of Spain was the worst and most severe 
to its provinces, of all the govemmeots 
in the world. He passed over in his 
mind the tyranny which Spain had* 
exercised in the Low Countries and 
various parts of Italy ; and he called 
to mind the cruelties which had been 
then lately perpetrated in Mexico and 
Peru, cruelties which were without 
parallel in the history of mankind* ! 

When such a topic becomes matter 
for general conversation, men will talk 
of it with different tempers. The mild 
will vent all the disgust they areca-^ 
pable of feeling, in laibentation ; the 
patient and philosophical will be dis- 
posed to wait for better times, and 

h2 
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watch for theopportnqity of a remedy; 
while the angry, the daring and the 
fierce will say^ ^^Now is the time 
which we must not let sUp^t is 
better to oppose the evil while we are 
yet only threatened with it^ than wait 
tilt it has taken root and growiiaturdy 
among us.'' There were many personit 
of diis latter temper^ particularly, some 
gentlemen of DcTonshice, and a sir 
Thomas Wyat of Kent, whose fiither of 
the same name, had b^n an eminent 
wit and ingenious poet in the reign of 
Henry ¥111. These persons agreed 
that the most effectual way of proceed* 
ing, would be to retire to their country-* 
seats, and muster the strength of their 
refifpective counties in arms. In the 
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present unwarlike state of EngkuKl, 
they believed it would be easy to 
overawe the court, and reduce the 
government to terms. They saw that 
the match was universally unpopular ; 
and they had no doubt that every 
county would do the same as they 
did; when once they had set the ex- 
simple. They determined to compel 
Mai<y to chuse a husband among the 
English nobility, and, if she proved 
refractory, to place another person upon 
the throne. They do not seem to 
have absolutely resolved whether it 
was to be lady Jane, or the princess 
Elizabeth. 

What is most surprisiJig is, that the 
duke of Suffolk, lady Jane's ftther, 

h'3 
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made one among the conspirators. Did - 
he forget that his daughter remained a 
hostage in the hands of the gOYemment^ 
and was even under sentence of death? 
Would they ever suffer her to come 
out . alive, and be placed upon the 
throne ? As if he had not injured his 
child by his silly schemes enough al- 
ready, he now prepared to injure her 
still more. Queen Mary had set him 
at large, after only three days imprison- 
ment with Northumberland, (moved, 
as it is said, by the consideration of 
his slender capacity) and this was the 
use he made of his liberty. He set out 
for Leicestershire and Warwickshire 
to raise forces, and left his daughter 
behind him to her fate. 
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The treaty of the queen's marriage 
was signed by ambasisadors on the* 
part of the prince-royal of Spain', on- 
the 15th of January, 1554 ; and on* 
the same day it was communicated, 
by the lord chancellor to the nobility, 
and to the lord mayor of London; 
Ten days after, news was brought to 
court, that a rebellion had broken outj 
that the insurgents in Devonshire had 
seized Exeter, and that sir Thomas 
Wyat was master of Rochester. In a - 

/ '5., . 

short time however, the Devonshire re- 
bels were overpowered: nor was the 
foolish duk^ of Suffolk more fortunate 
in his quarter. Sir Thomas Wyat 
held out longer: the soldiers who 
were ^ent against him from London, 
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went over to the enemy, and the rebeU 
pushed on for the capital. They ar- 
rived in Southwark on the 3d of Fe* 
hruary ; but the drawbridge over the 
Thames was drawn up, and they could 
not pass the river. Having in vain 
attempted to enter on that side, they 
directed their course for Westminster 
over Kingston-bridge on the 6th. The 
next day they snirounded die palace at 
Westminster, to the great terror of the 
queen and the ladies, and approached 
London on the side of Ludgate. But 
here, notwithstanding the multitude 
of friends they well knew they had in 
the city, the guard was so well kept, 
that they could not penetrate the gates. 
Disheartened by repeated failures in 
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this point, most of Wj^t's soldierly 
who bad been drawn togdlieF with 
great precipitation, deserted him the 
same evening. Wyat nw taken ]^h^ 
soiner, and the rebellion lysys endedL^ 
The duke, of SuSblk was an^ong the 
ipsurgentft at thi^ tjime conveyed tn ^^ 
Tflwer... . . . .:. ;,^.l 

c The day following, being the 8th# 

^9^ appointed by the qiieen for fi 
pi|l;^ic tbankagiying for the diseomr* 
fitnre of her enemies. Te JOeum YfM, 
ordered to be sjing at St Paiilfs, and 
in every parish^eburch in the meimf 
poUs, and the city respui^ded with th^i 
ringing pf bells^ and Qtb^ diepnopstm-i 

tlQRSpfjpy. \ : 

Mealiwhile Mary cpnld iH>t. help, r^*^ 
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fleeting, that this was the second rebeU 
lion which had broken out in the first 
seven months of her administration. 
She was not of a cruel and remorseless 
temper on any other subject than 
religion; but the nnpopulariQ^ with 
which she laboured, her consciousness 
that she wanted the qualities to secure 
affection, and the recollection that she 
had two rivals for the throne both' 
infinitely more accomplished than her- 
self, filled her with terror. The tu- 
mult which had for hours filled the 
very courts and chambers of her palace, 
made a deep impression upon her. 
Her principal adviser on this occasion 
was Qardiner, a man of a sour and 
unrelenting temper. Prompted by his 
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instigations, she sent for her sister 
Elizabeth to prisc^n, who underwent a 
long and severe confinement, while 
the most serious apfH*ehensions were 
often entertained, both by herself and 
her friends, for her life; she ordered, 
recollecting the discontents which had 
actuated London against her, upward 
of twenty gallowses to be set up, one 
at every gate of the city, two in Cheap^ 
side, one in Fleet^street, one in Hol- 
bom, one on Tower-hill, one at Lead- 
enhall, one at St. Magnus, one at 
Billingsgate, one at Pepper-alley, one 
at St George's in the Borough, one in 
Bermondsey-street, one at Charing- 
crosli, and one at Hyde Park Corner, 
upon each of which were hanged one 
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or more of the insurgeots ; and laitly , 
she set her hand to the fate of.ioid 
Guildford Dudley and his wife. Four 
hundred persons are computed to have 
suffered the sentence of the law, mili- 
tary or in the ordinary forms, for this 
treason ; and four hundred more were 
brought to Westminster with halters 
about their necks, and heard their par- 
don graciously pronounced by Mary 
from a gallery of the pi^u^ 



CHAP. VI. 

iMy Jane ii infimiHed sh^ is to dte-^Fritit 
Feckenham undertakes to make het a Pa- 
pist'^ and is disappointed — Her Letter to 
ber Father— Her Message to het, Husband 

^.^ '^Her. Death, u)ith that of her Husband 
and her Father. 

• - '■ > A ' • . • . 

• t _■ ^. . . • 

J. The; queen^ thoi^h ishe bad dei- 
Umiiiicd that her kinswoman should 
4ie^ was yidt antzioitf for the wel&re ^ 
bctr (ioiily and desifons tbaty hefore her 
deaths she diotild be eonv^rted t<> the 
popish faiths For this ; purpose dbe 
sent her own dbaplain, Friar Feqken'*' 
ham, on the day of the public thanks* 
giving^ to announce to her that she 
was to suflGBr death between eight and 
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fiiDe o^clock the next morning, and to 
converse with her seriously of matters 
of religion. Lady Jane had though 
too much of such things in the days 
of her tranquillity, to need any tnA 
instruction now. She loved and ho- 
noured Cranmer and the othdr illos- 
trious founders of the 'Reformati(ni in 
England, down to the most private 
clergyman that laboured in the anm^ 
glorious cause: but she did not lock 
with perfect approbation upon Friar 
Feckenham, and such as he, who 
breathed nothing but blood and daugh- 
ter against the patrons of her Mth, and 
the examples of her condaot The 
news that she Was to die, she received 
with entire composure; but to the 
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Friar's offer of instraction she meekly 
replied, with thanks for his good will,, 
that, ^^ in the few hoars she had to. 
live, she had no leisure for contro-. 
versy/' 

. The Friar, either really or affect- 
edly misunderstanding this answer, 
represented, the case, in such a.man- 
nerj(o the queen as to obtain a r^rieve 
of three, days, that lady Jane should 
be executed on, the 12th, instead of 
the 9th, of February. He thought it 
was pity the admirable discourse he 
had meditated for her edification, 
should be lost He had always founds 
in the schools of Oxford and Cam« 
bridge, that three days was sufficient 
for a proposition to be debated in all 

i2 
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its forms between the most learned 
disputants, He returned : with exal- 
tation to the prisoner, and told hep he 
had gained for her the leisure jshe 
wanted. Lady Jane received his hkm 
telligence without pl^u^ure^ ^.assured 
him that he had comjdetely mistaken 
her meaning, and that she had not e|in 
tertaiqed the most distanli'vishtliafc 
he should apply to the queen ift her 
behalf: she^ was ready to .die, .and fajy 
no means solicited delay^of what sha 

was to suffer. 

Lady Jane 4spent some paiti of tha 
three days that were given hery m 
writing letters to her fiither and sister. 
She also left behind her minptea d 
her conversations with Eriar J?^ken«> 
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ham. Her father in particular, who 
was DdwaNDnce more shut up/ in the 
same walU with her, but whom she 
was not permitted to see, was, she 
bciard, as well Ifb might be, more dis-» 
torbed at the thooght of being the 
sUithor of h0v death, than with the ex«* 
peetalion of his own. Distressed at 
tbiiLinteHig^ice, she ireeoUeoted that 
he wias her ftither, and that all he had 
ddne^ however mistaken (as, poor mao^ 
be had i>een.tl>rough fiife)^' was wl 
telnded In kindness; < and tslie:$irgave 
him. . J%e>v«^ td^ m^]^ ittdi^rbttfe 
td life, t6fe6) thelnjury he had dopa 
lierin.«H its bitteni^s;: The letter 
she wrote totii^n Was this^ <' 



; • ' ' . ■■■■■* 
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"father, 
" Although it hath pleased : God 
to hasten my death .by you, by whom 
my life should rather have been length- 
ened : yet can I so patiently take it, 
as I yield God more hearty thanks: 
for shortening my woful days, than if 
all the world had been given unto my 
possession, with life lengthened at my. 
own will. And albeit I am wel Au»- 
sured of your impatient dolours,. re-, 
doubled manifold ways, both in be* 
wailing your own woe, and especially, 
as I hear, my unfortunate estate, yet,- 
my dear father, if I may without of-. 
fence rejoice in my own mishaps, me- 
seems in this I may account myself, 
blessed, that washing my hands 
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the innocency of my fact^ my guilU 
lesse blood may crie before the Lord/ 
Mercy to the innocent! And yet, though 
I must needs acknowledge, that being 
constrained, and, as you wot well 
raough, continually assayed, in taking 
the crown upon me, I seemed to con- 
sent, and therein grievously offended 
the()ueen and her laws: yet I do as* 
suredly trust, that this my offence 
towards God is so much the less, in 
that, being in so royal estate as I was, 
mine inforced honour blended never 
widi mine innocent heart. And. thus,^ 

4 

good father, I have opened unto you 
the state wherein I at present stand. 
Whose death [meaning her oirn], al- 
though to you perhaps it may seem 
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right weful^ to me there is nothiag 
that can be morQ wekem^Z-thaa frwi 
this vale of miser;; to as|>ire to thftit 
heav^enly throne of i^U joy and plesAurci 
with Christ our Sayiour. In! .whose 
stedfost faith (if it mayi.be lawfiil Ibr 
the daughter so to write to the fidJierX 
the Lord^ that hitherto hath strengtb> 
ened you, so continue yoa; that at the 
last we may meet in heaven!''' 

To her sister she bequeathed^ as' a 
last memorial, her Greek Testament^ 
accompanied with a farewel letter, 
which she wrote upon some blank 
leaves she ehancied to observe at ihe 
end of the book. 

She had now done with all earthly 
Fecollections, but that of her fellow- 
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giifler«r and hwbaod, lord Gwldfoid 
Dudley. Lady Jane appears to hai?i^ 
Ipy^ hiD^ yvitb 1^ truly eoiyugal affoc- 
tbiu They wer^ bis peiwuasioM, that 
ojtn^ last to prevail upon bar :ta;iaft«s 
snme tbci afimm. \i,\ad origiaaUj 

iNMfi iutond^ by tbe. queai ttatd her 
ministers^ that they ahookl sufier/to^ 
gi^theron the same seaffdd. Bnton^ 
flirther consideration it was recoW 
lected that^ whenever they had btfein 
fttodveed togetliw to the public ey^; 
their c youth, ilMr beaiK?;^, atid th^ir 
iimooeiice^ had exchfiid t^ sfrongest 
einotion^; in the spectators. - Orders 
were therefore ^ven, that lord Qutk)*- 
ford should die at the usual place of 
exe^iiilion on Tower-hill, while a sMf-4 
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fold was prepared for lady Jane withifi' 
that edifice. 

On the morning of his death lord' 
Guildford prevailed upon his keepers' 
to grant hi^ a farewel interview with- 
his wife. During the period of their* 
indulgence in the Tower, they had 
seen each other frequently; but now 
they had been for some days committed 
to stricter custody. The request <^ 
her husband was communicated to 
lady Jane, but she sent a message to 
him, earnestly intreating him to de-- 
sist from his purpose. She assured 
him, ^Hhat such a meeting would 
rather add to his afflictions, than in- 
crease that quiet wherewith they had. 
prepared their souls for the stroke of 
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death; that be demanded a lenitive 
which would put fire into his wound, 
and that it was to be feared her pre- 
sence would rather weaken than 
strengthen him; that if his soul were 
not firm and settled, she could not 
settle it by her eyes, nor confirm it 
by her words; that he would do well 
to remit this interview to the other 
world; that there indeed friendships 
were happy and unions indissoluble; 
and that theirs would be eternal^ if 
their souls carried nothing with them 
jof terrestrial, which might hinder 
them from rejoicing." 
. The road by which the young no- 
bleman was led to the place of execu- 
tion lay by the apartment of his wife, 
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who, locking frmn the wihdoW^ l^wfe 
to him her fafewel ius he paissed. It 
happened tod by some mismatitig6- 
ment; that she saw^his dead Ixxlj all 
bloody, and the head wrapped up m 
alin^ncloth^ as they vi^etetakeb mit 
of the cart j near the place where nlfe 
was confined, to be licmveyed into the 
chapel of the Tovr^r. ^ Thin i^ght v^ 
more shocking to her than the axe 
itself, and «ihe burst into a^flbod of 
tears^ She presently faoWever tecol- 
lected how soon she was to follow her 
htisband; and then she checked her 
grief, and resumed her composure. 
In hey tablets, the pocket-book she 
was accustomed to carry about her, 
lady Jane wrote three sentences, in 
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Greek, in Latin, and in English^ im- 
mediately after having bid lordGnild*- 
&ikd farewel from the window* -The 
fiense of the firfit was that^ ^4f his 
executed body testified against her 
before men, his 'most blessed soul 
would beat witness to her innocence 
in the presence of God." The Latin 
added, that ^^ human justice was 
against his body^ but that divine 
mercy would be extended to hid stfdl.'' 
Lastly, in English, turning her thougfits 
from her beloved husband to herself, 
she concluded that, '^ if Uer fault de- 
serrod punishment, her youth at least, 
and her inexperience were worthy of 
excuse, and that God and posterity 
would show her &vour." 
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About an hour after the executimi 
of lord Guildford, lady Jane was led 
to the scaffold. On this occasion she 
gave her hand to the lieutenant of 
the Tower, having a counteniwce no- 
thing abashed, nor her eyes any wise 
moistened with tears ; so that, as sir 
Thomas Ghaloner, a learned man of 
those times who wrote a Latin poem 
to her memory, observes, " she, who 
excelled all living creatures in the 
modesty of her temper, never appeared 
with a majestic and commanding car- 
riage, till she came to die." Her two 
maids who attended her, were ready 
to burst with weeping. Having as- 
cended the scaffold; she first did re- 
verence to the lords and others who 
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were in commission to witness the. 
solemnity, and then, turning to the 
spectators, addressed them, partl^^ as 
follows: ^^My lords, and you good 
Christian people, which come to see 
me die ; I am under a law, and by. 
that law, as a never-erring judge, I 
am condemned to die ; not for apy 
thing in which I have offended the 
queen's majesty, for I will wash my 
handB giiiltlesse thereof, and deliver 
to my God a soul as pure from i^uch 
tneepasse, as innocence from injustice; 
but only for that I consented to the 
thing I was inforced unto, constraint 
making the law believe I did that, 
which I never purposed." The re- 
mainder of her speech expressed her 

k2 
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sense of unworthiness in the sight of 
Qody and that she died in lite un- 
doubting faith of the Protestant re«* 
ligion* 

The narrow notions of queen Mary 
caused her to take mre ' that ;di6 BttU 
ferer should again be attended on (hi« 
trying occasion by Friar Fecfcenham^ 
T?ho was to make a last experimemt to 
induce her to abjure those prineifilet 
of religion, in whidi her parwta and 
tutors had brought her up. Eb was 
importunate in his expostuktiona ; but 
she was observed to take little notiee 
of what he said. As the fatal momeai 
approached, she bade him gently fiure* 
wel, adding, ^^God will abundantly 
requite you, good sir, for your bo* 
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nmn^j to me ; tboDgli your diacoutses 
have oeoftsioMd me mora^nneasiiieisiSy 
than all the terrors of my approadiing 
deattu'^. The rest of the persons^ .oettr 
her^ felt a purer aeoitimeDt oi aympathy 
than Friar Fedcenham bad done, and 
eacb humbly requested of bear ^oine 
meJcuQlrial^ to be deliyered with bee 
d^ing fartathi In siweet compliance 
wilk thia. de»re> she gave to h&t 
maids bet gloves aiad her bancUMf* 
obie^« to die Ueutenant of the Toifi*€iR 
her prayer-book, having first tepeated 
&om> it the fifty-first/ pssJm^ and to 
the <eonstabley or chief . governor, hec 

tablets, in which she had written tibe 

• '" 

^bove reflections upon the cxeoutioiK 
of her husband. Such was th^ sail 
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end of this extraordinary ^ accom- 
plished, and truly virtuous lady. 

Five days after the death of his 
daughter^ the duke of Suffolk was 
tried and condemned, and in four days 
more was brought to the scaffold. The 
duchess of Suffolk, mother of lady 
Jane, was permitted to retire to her 
estate^ and lived to the year 1568. 
She consoled herself amidst the dis* 
asters of her family, by a second mar- 
riage, to Adrian Stokes, her master 
of iJie horse. 

The person who had prerided at 
the trial of lady Jane Orey, was by 
name Judge Morgan. He had been 
soothed in the office of pronouncing 
on the life of this excellent creature, 
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with assorances that the sentence 
should never be put into execution 
against her. When he found his ex- 
pectations disappointed, his mind was 
struck with such remorse, that he fell 
into a frenzy, and in his fits continu- 
ally . raved to have lady Jane taken 
away from him : of this disease in a 
short time he died. 

The burning of the Protestants for 
their religion did not begin till one 
year after the death of lady Jane, and 
continued for almost four years, in 
which time two hundred and eighty- 
eight innocent and excellent persons 
suffered this horrible death, besides 
those who perished, unnoted, of hard- 
ships and famine in their respective 
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prifldns. Thousands saved their lives 
by abandoning their country^ and fly- 
ing into foreign parts. In one respect 
we may say, it was well for this an<- 
gelic young lady that she suffered 
when she- did: her tender nature 
would scarcely hav^ sustained to hear 
from day to day the stdrj^ of these ex- 
cruciating tortures. These four yeare 
are the most hateful and inhuman 
period in the English history; and 
one can scarcely trust one's self to 
imagine whither ^M this would have 
led, if it had not providenliliilly hap- 
pened, that the queen (worthily called 
the Bloody Queen Mary) expii^ed at 
the end of them, and that her cala-^ 
mitous reign gave place to the reign 
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of her illustrious sister, queen Eli«u> 
beth. : •/ 

Befpre we conclode this little hikm 
torj^ It ib pfopttr 3^0n shoald;i)e tcild^ 
Uuit all Papigtits (or, as theji^reiiow 
usiia% oaltod, lUNBan Catiiblios> iwo 
adt' df^ opii^bn.^that^ att] Protestants 
ii^MJald^ b^ biimed^''^^^ .A person 
mttybelii^i^ ib tMUSiibstantifitkiii^ and 
say his pnryers with a little ivorf 
unage crkukRiig before him, and yii 
h^ a «eify iroctby man. There have 
iMieii iRonian Oatbolics, in Engknd^ 
and odic^ oefeintiiM, who weM^ , an 
^MiameiM^ to human nature. Tho^iillidis 
jou have been ^ reading' of wfere of a 
peeuliap sort; The questioh ibl ^ issife 
wsis, whb should pbsses» ihe ar^ 
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biBhoprtcs, and bishoprics, and dean- 
eries, and archdeaconries, and otlier 
places of great value and respecta- 
bility, and call themselves the church 
of England. At the beginning of the 
Reformation, the Catholics were, uni- 
versally in possession. The Protest* 
ants said, We will have them: they 
broke in pieces the crucifixes, tore up 
the shrines of the saints, dashed to 
shivers the painted windows, and 
turned the unmarried gentlepien and 
ladieS) who had agreed to live quietly 
together in houses called monasteries, 
out of their dwellings. The Roman 
Catholics were very angry: they did 
not like to lose what they had pos- 
sessed undisturbed for centuries ; they 
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had little patience with opinions which 
till now had been scarcely talked or 
thought of; and they believed that, if 
they proceeded at once to make an 
example of a few, the rest would be 
overawed, and things would tranquilly 
return to what they called the good 
old way again. This contest is now 
happily over : the Protestaqts, by esta- 
blishing the Reformation, have spreald 
the seeds of knowledge and liberty 
over Europe; (flad the Homan Catbo* 
lies are at this day reaping the benefit 
of those improvements, which their 
forefatheii were eager to oppose. 

THE END. 
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